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This 20-year plan sets priorities for how our region will spend money on transportation improvements. 
Plan on attending one of the meetings listed below to share your thoughts or visit www.bcdcog.com  
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For more information, contact: 
Jeffrey Burns, Senior Planner 

(843) 529-0400 
jeffb@bcdcog.com  
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Frequently Asked Questions  
What is CHATS? 

CHATS is a regional transportation planning partnership serving the BCD
metropolitan area. CHATS stands for Charleston Area Transportation Study, a
name that was chosen when the organization was founded in the 1960’s.
CHATS is a federally designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO),
which means it has the responsibility for setting priorities for federal
transportation spending in the region. In South Carolina, there are 10 MPO’s,
including CHATS, that work in partnership with federal agencies, SC
Department of Transportation, and local residents and jurisdictions 
 

What is the Long Range Transportation Plan? 
The Long Range Plan describes current and projected transportation
conditions in the region, outlines priorities and parameters for project selection,
and lists specific transportation improvement projects that need to be
completed.  If a project is not included in the scope of the Long Range Plan, it
is not eligible for federal funding through the MPO.  The plan needs to be
updated regularly (federal regulations say every 3-5 years) so that it accurately
reflects the changing conditions of our transportation network The Long Range
Plan also does not cover improvements to rural facilities outside of the
urbanized area.  
 

Why do regional transportation planning? 
Because many of the transportation challenges facing our area are regional in
nature.  Roads and transit networks do not generally stop at city or county
boundaries, and growth from one area often can create traffic in another. 
Working together, a regional partnership is the best way to take a “big picture”
look at these issues, and decide what is the best way to address them.  

How does this plan impact me? 
The Long Range Plan sets the priorities for what transportation improvements
happen in your community.  If you drive, walk, bicycle, or ride in the
community, you interact with our transportation network.  If a specific project or
improvement is important to you – including a particular road improvement, a
transit route, or a bicycle/pedestrian facility – you need to have your voice
heard. 
 

How are projects prioritized? 
There are a combination of strategies used.  Quantitative analysis is conducted
using data on road traffic volume, accident rates, travel patterns, and other
statistics about the functioning of the transportation system.  Much of this
information is input into a computerized transportation model, which projects
future traffic volumes on area roads, and is used to analyze the relative
impacts of various proposed improvements.  Public input is also very
important, identifying the priorities and needs in the community.  There are a
variety of ways to get involved in the process – make sure to let us know if you
would like to be.  
 

How will projects be funded? 
The largest source of funding for transportation improvements in South
Carolina are the state and federal gas taxes.  Other financing tools are
available, but may require a special action from either local or state level
decision makers.  The annual funding program – called the Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) – shows the current allocation of funding for
projects in the area. 

Meeting Dates 
 

Thursday, November 5th 
 6:00 - 8:00pm 

Hanahan High School 
6015 Murray Drive, Hanahan 

 
Monday, November 9th 

 6:00 - 8:00pm 
College Park Middle School 
713 College Park Road, Ladson 

 
Tuesday, November 10th 

 6:00 - 8:00pm 
Summerville High School 

1101 Boone Hill Road, Summerville 

 
Thursday, November 12th 

 6:00 - 8:00pm 
Fort Dorchester High School 

8500 Patriot Blvd, North Charleston 

 
Monday, November 16th 

 6:00 - 8:00pm 
Moultrie Middle School 

645 Coleman Blvd, Mt. Pleasant 

 
Tuesday, November 19th 

 6:00 - 8:00pm 
West Ashley High School 

4060 Wildcat Blvd, Charleston 
 

 


